
The Story of God: The Bible as Narrative 

Survey 

Act 3 – Divided Kingdom 

Israel’s Kings – A Focus on Ahab 

 
 

* Act 1 – Scenes 1-5 = Genesis 1-11 

* Acts 2 – Scenes 1-11 = Genesis 12-I Kings 10 

* Act 3 – Divided Kingdom 

 

We looked last week at a couple of Kings from the South/Judah – Asa and Jehoshaphat 

This week we will look at one in the North/Israel, just to get a feel for what they were like 

And 2 of the most amazing Prophets in the Story – Elijah and Elisha 

 

An Example of Israel’s Walk 

 

Reign of Ahab 

 

• I Kings 16:21-28 

So you had a Kingdom divided, within a Divided Kingdom 

Eventually Omri takes control, dies, and his son Ahab takes over 

And Omri buys and builds the City of Samaria on a hill he purchases 

• I Kings 16:29-33 (34 is amazing) 

 

• I Kings 17:1 

Enter a Prophet named Elijah = from Gilead – Transjordon 

 

Then immediately in the Story Elijah starts doing all these incredible miracles 

1. He predicts a DROUGHT 

2. Miracle at Brook Cherith – ravens feed him bread & meat – scene right out of the Exodus (I Kings 17) 

3. Miracle at Zarephath – widow – flour & oil – read Jesus & feeding of 5000 (I Kings 17) 

4. Miracle at Zarephath – widows son dies – lays on him 3x, lives (I Kings 17) 

5. Miracle at Mt Carmel 

Obadiah conversion 

 Fears God, runs Ahab’s house 

 Hides 100 prophets good prophets 

 Ahab & Obadiah go out in different directions looking for any shred of grass to graze their animals 

 Obadiah runs into Elijah, but he is deathly afraid to go tell Ahab he has seen Elijah – will kill him  

 Elijah tells him everything will be fine – just go 

• I Kings 18:16-19 

What do you make of Ahab calling Elijah a “trouble maker?” 

This is Ahab’s view of God’s intervention – THIS IS ISRAEL 

 

Elijah tells Ahab to meet him on Mt Carmel with 450 Prophets of Baal and 400 of Asherah 

He instructs them to take 2 oxen, one each, pray to your god to burn it up 

Ahab’s Prophets pray and dance and wail, cut themselves to try and get their attention 

Have the whole Elijah comment – maybe they are pooping 

 

Elijah builds alter with 12 stones 

Why? Again, what should we read into this? And for us? 

Takes the oxen, dig a trench around the alter like a mote, douses 3x with water 

• I Kings 18:36-37 

What do you see in this prayer? 

a) God of History – important to Elijah in this situation 

b) Glory of God is supreme to him 



c) Bless the Nation AND ALL NATIONS 

• I Kings 18:38-39 

Elijah Kills all the false prophets 

Elijah has God lift the drought in an amazing scene 

 

Ahab runs back home to Jezreel like a little boy to tell Jezebel 

She is possibly the worst human being you have ever heard of – she vows to kill Elijah 

Elijah slightly loses some perspective, runs 

Well, he doesn’t just go for a run, he runs South A LONG WAY 

God feeds him - runs more all the way to Mt. Horeb 

Why would he go there? Where is it? 

* Elijah map 

Funny, we get so caught up in pelting Elijah because he is afraid 

We never seem to ask the question, why does he run here? What does this tell you about Elijah? 

He DEEPLY wants to reconnect with THE GOD OF THE NARRATIVE 

He needs something bigger than him, something older than him, something grander 

Something to find identity in, context for his life 

God speaks to him in a whisper 

Tell him to goes back 

 anoint Elisha 

 anoint a new King to replace Ahab 

 anoint a new King in Aram as future discipline to Israel 

 

Ahab has multiple battles with Aram (over 32 other Kings) and wins 

And then the FINAL BLOW of Ahab 

* Naboth’s vineyard story 

 Wants a veggie garden, won’t give it up because of the Torah – family land 

 The little boy pouts and runs to his wife 

 She sets up a trap, they stone him under false pretenses 

• I Kings 21:17-19 

Humbles himself, God forgives him, and places the curse on his sons 

3
rd

 battle with Aram – Judah & Jehoshaphat join (I Kings 22) 

 400 prophets against the one’s opinion 

 They lose and Ahab dies and the dogs lick up his blood as predicted 

 

Ahaziah succeeds Ahab (II Kings 1) 

 Falls thru a roof, badly injured, sends messengers to inquire Baal 

 God sends Elijah to tell him he will die…that he couldn’t even consult God 

 

 Ahaziah sends 3 captains with 50 guys, first 2 sets get consumed by fire 

 

Elijah taken up to Heaven by chariots and horses of fire 

One of only 2 people in all of the Story that doesn’t die (Enoch) 

Some conjecture that they are the 2 witnesses in Revelation as they are the only 2 that haven’t tasted death  

Before he is taken up, he parts the Jordon and they cross (READ EXODUS & JOSHUA) 

Elisha asks and gets a double portion of his spirit 

Then in mourning Elisha strikes the waters and they part again (yet again Exodus) 

 

Elisha and Elijah.  Elijah is credited with 7 miracles in the Hebrew Bible (1 Kings 17 thru 2 kings 2;  bold with 

parallels in Jesus, italics common to Elijah/Elisha; bold italic common to all three): 

  

1.       Parting of the Jordan 

2.        Praying up the three-year drought 

3.        Solving the drought problem by praying down rain 

4.        Destruction of King Ahaziah's soldiers (fire from heaven) 

5.       Multiplication of flour and oil 

6.       Raising of the widow's son 



7.        Praying down fire on Mt. Carmel 

 

 

Elisha 

Favorite Baldheads story (II Kings 2:23-24) 

 

Elisha is credited with 13 miracles in the Hebrew text (2 Kings 2-6): 

  

 1.       Parting of the Jordan(Exodus) 

 2.        Solving Jericho's water problem by prayer/throwing salt into the water supply (Exodus) 

 3.        Judgment of hecklers from Bethel (the attack of the bears incident) 

 4.        Flooding ditches for the Israelite army in Edom 

 5.       Multiplying oil for a widow-  fills many jars, sells to free her sons from slavery (Exodus) 

 6.       Raising of the Shunammite's son - gets a son in her old age (builds a room for Elisha on top of house) 

 7.        Healing of the poisonous stew 

 8.       Multiplying food (bread) – Read Manna and feeding of 5000 

 9.       Healing Aram’s Captain Naaman the leper - an Israelite servant girl who tells them of Elisha – 7 dips in Jordon 

 10.     Judgment upon Gehazi (leprosy) 

 11.     Causing an axe head to float 

 12.     Allowing his servant to see protecting angels 

 13.     Judging Syrians with blindness 

 Surrounded by Aram and his chariots and horses 

 God surrounds them with horses and chariots of fire 

 God strikes them with blindness 

 They are spared and leave and never return 

 

Eventually, Ahab’s son Joram, is killed by a guy named Jehu, a Captain, under God’s anointing 

And his body is taken to Naboth’s field as God predicted to be licked up by the dogs 

Jehu also assassinates Ahaziah, King of Judah, who was visiting Joram 

Some men literally throw Jezebel out the window, and her blood stains the walls on the way down 

And Jehu tramples her under his horse 

Jehu goes in to have a beer and food, and by the time they came out to bury her the dogs have eaten her as prophesied 

 


